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DISCOURSE BY ELDER JOHN NICHOLSON. 


THE following discourse on the “Signs of Christ’s Coming,” was delivered 
by Elder John Nicholson, in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sunday 
afternoon, June 3, 1894:— 

I have been unexpectedly requested to address this large congregation 
assembled for the purpose of considering matters that pertain unto our 
present and eternal welfare. In undertaking to perform this important 
duty, I earnestly request not only the undivided attention of the audience, 
but likewise your sympathy and your faith, that whatever may be uttered 
on this occasion shall be the result of impressions made by the Spirit of 
truth. 

There are many themes upon which it is proper for us to dwell when we 
come together, as we have done to-day, to worship our Heavenly Father. 
It appears to me that the general condition of human affairs can profitably 
occupy at least a portion of our consideration, especially when they are 
connected in any way with what the Lord has uttered concerning His 
children. This thought being present before me, I shall take the liberty 
of reading from one of the standard books of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, containing the revelations and commandments given 
in our day through the mighty prophet who was instrumental in founding 
the church to which the great majority of this congregation belongs. The 
Latter-day Saints believe in present as well as past revelation, and that 
communication from the Eternal Father for the guidance of His children 
is just as needful now as it was in any age of the world, especially in the 
midst of this great conflict of religious thought that exists in our own 
generation. Part of the revelation which it is my purpose to read refers 
to our time, and is a renewal of the teachings and predictions of Jesus 
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Christ that were given to His disciples when He conversed with them on 
the Mount of Olives and described to them the events that were about to 
occur in the Jewish nation of that period, and He also directed their 
attention to our own day, and pointed with great clearness to the condi- 
tions that were to obtain in what are called the latter times. This revela- 
tion was given to the Church in 1831, and I will begin on page 184 of the 
Book of Doctrine and Covenants :— 


And I will show it plainly as I showed it unto my disciples as I stood 
before them in the flesh, and spake unto them, saying, as ye have asked 
of me concerning the signs of my coming in the day when I shall come in 
my glory in the clouds of heaven, to fulfill the promises that I have made 
unto your fathers. 

For as ye have looked upon the long absence of your spirits from your 
bodies to be a bondage, I will show unto you how the day of redemption 
shall come, and also the restoration of the scattered Israel. 

d now ye behold this temple which is in Jerusalem, which ye call the 
house of God, and your enemies say that this house shall never fall. 

But, verily, I say unto you, that desolation shall come upon this genera- 
tion as a thief in the night, and this people shall be destroyed and scat- 
tered among all nations. 

And this temple which ye now see shall be thrown down that there shall 
not be left one stone upon another. 

And it shall come to pass that this generation of the Jews shall not 
pass away, until every desolation which I have told you concerning them 
shall come to pass. 

Ye say that ye know that the end of the world cometh; ye say also that 
ye know that the heavens and the earth shall pass away; 

And in this ye say truly, for so it is; but these things which I have told 
you shall not away until all shall be fulfilled, 

And this I have told you concerning Jerusalem, and when that day shall 
come, shall a remnant be scattered among all nations; 

But they shall be gathered again, but they shall remain until the times 
of the Gentiles be fulfilled. 

And in that day shall be heard of wars and rumors of wars, and the 
whole earth shall be in commotion, and men’s hearts shall fail them, and 
they shall say that Christ delayeth his coming until the end of the earth. 

And the love of men shall wax cold, and iniquity shall abound; 

And when the times of the Gentiles is come in, a light shall break forth 
among them that sit in darkness, and it shall be the fulness of my gospel ; 

But they receive it not, for they perceive not the light and they turn 
their hearts from me because of the precepts of men; 

gud in that generation shall the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled ; 

d there shall be men standing in that generation, that shall not 
until they shall see an overflowing scourge; for a desolating sickness shal 
cover the land; 

But — disciples shall stand in holy places, and shall not be moved; but 
among the wicked, men shall lift up their voices, and curse God and die. 

And there shall be earthquakes also in divers places, and many desola- 
tions; yet men will harden their hearts against me, and they will, take up 
the sword, one against another, and they will kill one another. 

And, now, when I the Lord had spoken these words unto my disciples, 
they were troubled: 

And I said unto them, be not troubled, for when all these things shall 
come to 4 ye — know that the promises which have been made unto 
you shall be fulfilled; 

And when the light shall begin to break forth, it shall be with them like 
unto a parable which I will show you: 
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Ye look and behold the fig-trees, and ye see them with your eyes, and ye 
say when they begin to shoot forth, and their leaves are yet tender, that 
summer is now nigh at hand; 


Even so it shall be in that day when they shall see all these things, then 
shall they know that the hour is nigh. 


And it shall come to pass that he that feareth me shall be looking forth 


for the great day of the Lord to come; even for the signs of the coming of 
the Son of Man: 


And they shall see signs and wonders, for they shall be shown forth in 
the heavens above, and in the earth beneath ; 


And they shall behold blood, and fire, and vapors of smoke; | 

And before the day of the Lord shall come, the sun shall be darkened ; 
and the moon turned into blood, and stars fall from heaven ; 

And the remnant shall be gathered unto this place, 

And then they shall look for me, and, behold, I will come; and they shall 
see me in the clouds of heaven, clothed with power and great glory, with 
all the holy angels; and he that watches not for me shall be cut off. 

But before the arm of the Lord shall fall, an angel shall sound his trump, 
and the saints that have slept shall come forth to meet me in the clouds; 

Wherefore, if ye have slept in peace, blessed are you, for as you now 
behold me and know that I am, even so shall ye come unto me and your 
souls shall live, and your redemption shall be perfected; and the saints 
shall come forth from the four quarters of the earth. 

If I were to do no more than what I have done in reading a portion of 
this revelation, it embodies a whole sermon of itself. I wish now to state 
that what I have laid before you is virtually a repetition of that which is 
contained in the 24th chapter of Matthew. In what I have read, however, 
the events that are defined come in their consecutive order; first, that 
which was to befall the Jewish Nation—the destruction of the temple, the 
scattering of the nation in all the world, and the gathering together of a 
remnant in the latter days, to whom Christ shall come when He shall 
descend in the clouds of Heaven. 

It is stated here that in the preparation for the gathering of the rem- 
nants a light should break forth among the Gentiles, which light “shall 
be the fulness of my Gospel.” In the 24th chapter of Matthew the 
language is different. There Christ, it is stated, said, “And this Gospel of 
the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all 
nations; and then shall the end come.” Now, why should the prediction 
be made that a light shoud break forth in the latter times and it should be 
the fulness of the Gospel of Christ? Or why should Matthew say that in 
the latter times this Gospel—the same Gospel that was taught by Christ 
should be preached in all the world to prepare the way for the coming of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ? This question can perhaps be more 
readily and definitely answered than is generally supposed. The answer 
is a delineation of what the Gospel is. Weare told by the Apostle Paul 
that the Gospel is the power of God unto salvation to all them that believe 
and obey. It is a Gospel of power. To Matthew it was “this Gospel of the 
kingdom” that was to be restored; the same Gospel that Christ and the 
Apostles taught. The answer to this interrogatory that I have put, as I 
have said, comes with the definition of what the Gospel is, not only in this 
condensed statement of the Apostle, that it is the power of God unto salva- 
tion, but in detail, so far as these principles can be particularized. 
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There are what are termed, by the Church to which I have the honor to 
belong, the initiatory principles of the doctrine of Christ, the first of which 
is, necessarily and fundamentally, faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and in 
His atonement, and in God the Eternal Father. There is no subject into 
which this principle of faith does not enter. It isa principle of power 
that operates everywhere, and especially in matters that pertain to salva- 
tion. Without faith it is impossible to please God, and they who would 
receive blessings from Him must believe in Him and that He is arewarder 
of them that diligently seek Him. Here is the starting-point of the candi- 
date for salvation in the Kingdom of God. It is impossible also to please 
God without repentance which is the next step for the candidate to take 
in order to travel onward and upward into the Kingdom of our Father. 
When we lay the foundation by exercising faith, we begin to comprehend 
the obligations that we are under to our Creator and to see where we have 
omitted to fulfil His law, and we repent of all our sins, our follies, and our 
imperfections, so far as God gives us power to do so, that we may be pre- 
pared to become new creatures and have a genuine and thorough change 
of heart. Then there are certain ordinances that are laid down, connected 
with the Gospel, which are also necessary. For as was taught in ancient 
times, so now, in order to become indentified with the Church of Christ we 

must not only exercise faith, and repent, but we must be baptized by 
immersion for the remission of sins. 

This was the doctrine taught on the day of — when the ancient 
Apostles spoke by the power of the holy Priesthood and of the Holy Ghost 
which rested upon them, and when there were visible manifestations of the 
power of God with them, confirming His word. Those who heard their 
preaching inquired of the Apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” 
Having believed that Christ was the Son of God, they felt “pricked in 
their hearts,” and repentant, and asked in all earnestness this question. 
Peter told them what they should do. He said, without qualification, 
“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for 
tbe remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For 
the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, 
even ag many as the Lord our God shall call.” 

If these were the doctrines of the Gospel then, they are the doctrines of 
the Gospel now, because truth is unchangeable. The Gospel is one and not 
many systems. Therefore, the Elders of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints who are sent abroad into the world, proclaim unto the 
people that God has again spoken from Heaven; that there are again on 
earth prophets, apostles, high priests, elders, and all the officers authorized 
and empowered to edify and build up the church of Christ that character- 
iged it in the days of Christ and His ancient Apostles. And these Elders 
cry unto all men wherever they go, “Have faith in God, who is a God of 
revelation; repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand; be baptized for 
the remission of your sins by one having authority, and ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost.” 

[TO BE CONTINUED.] 
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OFFICIAL NOTICE. 


THE Stake Secretaries of the Relief Society and the Secretary of each 
mission or branch not yet included in any Stake are hereby notified to 
prepare carefully correct statistical and financial reports for the current 
year, from January 1, 1894, to December 1, 1894. These reports must be 
forwarded to the General Secretary at the office of the Woman’s Exponent, 
Salt Lake City, Utah, not later than the 10th of February, 1895, so that a 
complete report of this important organization may be ready at least ten 
days before the General Conference in April, 1895. 
E. B. WELLS, Secretary. | 


A SYMPTOM OF APOSTASY. 


THE Latter-day Saints should be impressed with the importance of teaching 
their children to have reverence for and to treat asa sacred thing the 
Priesthood of the Son of God. It is true that earthly vessels bear this 
sacred charge—men who are fallible, who are liable to weaknesses, and 
who have the infirmities common to humanity. But they are entrusted 
with a divine power by the Lord Himself. If they desecrate or in any 
manner make improper use of this power which is so sacred, so holy, and 
which is designed for man’s salvation, the Giver of the power will hold 
them responsible—He is their Judge. But it is not for everyone to judge 
and condemn God’s servants. It is against such a feeling that the warn- 
ing is given, “Touch not mine anointed and do my prophets no harm.” 
We have been taught from the beginning that one of the most dangerous 
symptoms of apostasy from the Church is speaking evil of the Lord’s ser- 
vants; that whenever a spirit of this kind takes possession of one who is 
called a Latter-day Saint it is sure to grieve the Spirit of God; it invites 
darkness to enter the mind, and, unless it is sincerely repented of, it causes 
apostasy to follow. For this reason, if for no other, our children should be 
taught from the time they are old enough to comprehend, that they are 
treading upon slippery ground whenever they venture to criticise, censure 
or condemn those whom the Lord has chosen to be His servants. Many 
think it is part of their privilege in the exercise of free speech to do this, 
and that it is a sign of independence. But thereis none of the true liberty 
of free speech in it; it becomes license, and is offensive to the Lord. We 
are all aware that the leading men of the Church have been compelled to 
live in seclusion for a number of years. It is probably in consequence 
of this that there has grown up in many quarters a carelessness and 
indifference concerning the Priesthood and its authority—it may even be 
said a spirit of irreverence—which sometimes manifests itself ina way 
that produces painful feelings to men and women of experience in the 
Church. Such a spirit is full of danger, and every tendency towards it 
should be promptly and effectively counteracted. Respect for authority 
should be constantly taught. Not that it is necessary to indulge in man 
worship or any feeling akin to that; there is a very great difference be- 
tween proper respect for authority and the other extreme where men be- 
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come sycophants and worshipers, or pretended worshipers, of their fellow 
men. One frequently sees this latter feeling manifested towards men who 
are rich, or who stand in places where they can confer favors. It is the 
mark of the courtier to flatterand cringe and toady to persons of rank and 
fortune, and no true Latter-day Saint will be guilty of such a thing. But 
the Saints honor God; they honor the authority which He bestows; and 
in honoring that authority they honor those who bear it. This is the 
spirit of true independence, and it does not take away the least particle 
from the true dignity of manhood and womanhood. The Lord says: “They 
that honor me I will honor; and they that despise me shall be lightly 
esteemed.” 

All my Juvenile readers will remember the history of Saul and David: 
Saul was David’s enemy and had sought to kill him, and upon one occasion 
when he had followed David for the purpose of capturing and killing him, 
David had the opportunity of putting an end to his pursuer’s life; but he 
not only restrained his men who would gladly have slain the king, but he 
himself, though highly provoked, refrained from taking the deliverance 
and the revenge that seemed to be offered to him. The reason of this was 
Saul was the Lord’s anointed, and David knew that he could not be justi- 
fied in dealing with him in a harsh manner, even though Saul had sought 
to take his life. 

We quote this as a beautiful example of the spirit which our young people 
should be taught to cultivate. Then we shall not have such utterances as 
we hear of, nor assaults such as can be read in our public journals wherein 
the names of honorable men and their reputations are dragged in the mire. 
If we would have our children remain faithful members of the Church of 
Christ we must teach them to cultivate the Spirit of Christ. He teaches 
us that if we are reviled we shall not revile again, that we shall be sub- 
missive and childlike, not quarrelsome and contentious. Even if Latter- 
day Saints are assailed wrongfully, the spirit of the Gospel teaches that 
they shall not do wrong in return. They are to some extent on trial at the 
present time. The circumstances which surround them are such as to test 
the effect their religion has had upon their characters. Has it changed 
them sufficiently that they can avoid the spirit which men of the world 
yield to and are governed by? If it has not, then so far as they are con- 
cerned it has been a failure. The constant teaching which the Church has 
received has been that its members would be tried in all things. The 
purpose of these trials is to develop the characters of the people, to test 
their fidelity to the principles of the Gospel as revealed by the Lord. If 
we can be placed in any position where individuals fail to carry out the 
the spirit and principles of their religion in their lives, then that lesson will 
have to be taught to them again before they can be perfect on that point 
And for the spirit we have referred to the Gospel contains no justification. 

Now politics are introduced into our midst. If we yield to the same. 
influences which prevail among other peoples and are guilty of the same 
evils which they practice, then our religion has been of no profit to us, and 
we have failed to make application of it to these new circumstances and 
conditions. I take it that the Lord designs to make us a perfect people, so 
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that in every condition of life and in the variety of circumstances which 
surround mankind in their earthly careers there shall be no failure to come 
up to the highest requirements which Heaven demands of us. It rests to 
a very great extent with the parents in this Church whether the training 
which their children shall receive is to be such that under the varying con- 
ditions which arise from time to time, they shall be be fortified against the 
evils which encompass them, and made firm in all that constitutes the full 
measure of righteousness.—GEORGE Q. CANNON, in Juvenile Instructor. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


Pike’s Peak, which is one of the loftiest summits of the Rockies, is a little over 14,000 
feet high. : 

Hamilton Stewart, state editor of the Galveston News, Texas, died November 16. He 
was 81 years old, the oldest American editor in active service. 


According to a recent determination of Professor Richarz, the smallest possible quantity 
of electricity, which may be termed an atom of electricity, is such that 430 multiplied by 
a million three times, that is, by the cube of a million, will give the number of these atoms 
contained in a coulomb. That such a thing as an atom of electricity exists was the 
opinion of no less an authority than Professor Von Helmholtz. 


Parville relates some interesting facts upon this subject. If a can of milk is placed 
near an open; vessel containing, turpentine, the smell of turpentine is soon communicated 
to the milk. The}same result occurs as regards tobacco, paraffin, asafetida, camphor, 
and many other strong-smelling substances. Milk should also be kept at a distance from 
every volatile substance, and milk which has stood in sick chambers should never be 
drunk. The power of milk!to¥disguise the taste of drugs—as potassium iodide, opium, 
salicylate, &c.—is well known. 

A rule for finding the, horse - power of a pulley is to multiply the circumference of the 
pulley,in feet by the revolutions per minute, and the product thus obtained by the width 
of the belt in inches, and divide the result by 600. The quotient will be the horse-power 
which the;pulley is capable off transmitting. This rule is founded on the fact that good, 
ordinary, single-leather belting, with a tension of 55 lbs. per inch wide, will require 50 
square feet of belt surface passing over the pulley per minute for one horse-power. Fifty 
square feet per minute are equal tola belt 1 inch wide running 600 feet per minute, 

The Japanese army attacked Port Arthur on November 21, and completely routed the 
Chinese! garrison, killing two thousand! men and,taking possession of the fort, with a loss 
to themselves of only three hundred and fifty men. % Pekin seems to be the point towards 
which all the [Japanese forces are directing their efforts. Li Hung Chang has been 
accused of being the cause of the poor equipment of the Chinese army and its consequent. 
losses. The emperor has received petitions to deprive him of all his offices. The over- 
tures for peace by America seem likely to be accepted byjboth the warring nations. 

At Tacoma, Washington, U. S. A., November 28, a mysterious accident, which resulted 
in great damage to property, occurred. At eleven o’clockja loud roaring was heard like 
that preceding the advance of a tidal wave, and 600 feet of the docks suddenly disappeared 
into the bay. Two steamers were disabled and sank. The ground in the vicinity subsided 
to the extent of from six inches to a foot, ſcausing a panic and stampede among the crowd 
who had,. collected in the vicinity. The cattle"pens of the] Northern Pacific Railway and 
the company’s offices, besides a freight house, 400 feet in length, collapsed, the latter- 
mentioned catching fire. The steamboat, men maintain that it was due to a tidal wave 
25 feet in height, while others assert that owing to a submarine landslide a great fissure 
or hole was formed beneath the bay, causing the docks to be swallowed up. 
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 3, 1894. 


THE CORRECT WAY OF PREACHING. | 


A STRANGER traveling in Utah relates that while walking along one of the 
roads he saw a man performing some hard manual labor on his farm. The 
traveler made some inquiries concerning the country and the people, which 
were satisfactorily answered, and then proceeded to the town near by 
where he stayed over night. 

Next day was Sunday and, being desirous of learning how the Latter- 
day Saints worship, he attended their religious services. The person who 
presided at the meeting was an ordinarily dressed man, there being 
nothing in his outer appearance to distinguish him from the rest of the 
congregation. Our friend thought it peculiar that the meeting should 
begin without any preacher in attendance, but contented himself with the 
idea that the minister would be on hand at the proper time. 

After the opening exercises the Bishop presiding called out from the 
pulpit “Brother Blank, will you please come to the stand and talk to us 
this morning!” A man arose from the audience and the visitor was 
greatly astonished in recognizing the farm laborer whom he had met the 
day before; his interest in the proceedings was of course much increased. 

The brother so unexpectedly called to preach came to the pulpit 
and began talking in a rather low tone and stammering voice; but 
presently this gave way to a fluent discourse on the principles of the 
Gospel. The stranger was informed that this was the usual method in 
which the Saints worshiped, and in which their speakers are called. 

It is one of the peculiarities of the Latter-day Saints that they have no 
college-trained ministers who preach sermons which have been prepared 
during the week. All the men holding the priesthood—and that includes 
nearly everyone—are supposed to be ready at a moment's call to act as min- 
isters for the meeting where they may happen to be. They thus have to 
depend on the Holy Ghost for their sermon. Not that the people are en- 
couraged to remain in ignorance of the Gospel, for they have a motto known 
in every household: “The glory of God is intelligence; and the doctrine 
that “no man can be saved in ignorance” is as familiar to them as that of 
faith. “Seek ye out of the best books words of wisdom; seek learning 
even by study, and also by faith” is a commandment given through the 
Prophet Joseph Smith to all the Latter-day Saints. 

The Primary Associations, the Young Men’s and Young Lady’s Mutual 
Improvement Associations, the Relief Societies, and the different quorum 
meetings: of the"priesthood are all organized for the purpose of obtaining 
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knowledge not only of a theological, but of a scientific, literary and 
historical nature. Persons taking part in these gatherings are pre- 
appointed; but this is not the case in the assemblies for Sabbath worship 
In coming together on Sunday the object is to be built up in faith, and to 
receive those instructions that are of immediate importance. In these 
meetings not even the speaker himself knows, until within a few minutes 
of the time he is to commence, that he will be called to preach. There is 
no possible chance for him to prepare a sermon; and if there were, he 
would be incapable of judging by his own wisdom the needs of the 
audience. He would shrink from speaking but for the keen sense of duty 
within his breast. “How can I,” he thinks, “under such circumstances 
edify a body of intelligent brethren and sisters?” and the thought makes 
him feel very humble. 

Naturally people would say that the best results cannot flow from this 
method of preaching; men educated in the learning of the day are more 
capable of instructing their listeners than are those who are not so highly 
educated. We grant it, all other conditions being the same. But the Holy 
Ghost is of more importance in preaching the Gospel than the wisdom of 
all the world combined. Though Paul was better educated than any of his 
fellow Apostles, yet Peter understood more of God and the Gospel than 
Paul ever could have learned without revelation. The latter says: “But I 
certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not 
after man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it but 
by the revelation of Jesus Christ.” That is the key to all the effective 
preaching of the Saints both ancient and modern. The Spirit of God is 
indispensable. With it any person’s remarks will interest and instruct the 
searcher after truth: without it the same words are hollow and insipid. 

Persons unexpectedly called upon to speak to a congregation feel more 
willing to rely on God for assistance than they would if they knew of 
their appointment a week beforehand. They ask for the faith and prayers 
of their listeners to be exercised in their behalf that they may be led to 
speak on timely topics. No man knows the varied spiritual wants of a 
mixed audience, nor can he of himself find them out. His mind being in 
a proper condition, through humility, allows the Holy Ghost to take 
charge of it and to dictate the words he utters. There may be one in the 
congregation whose understanding of a doctrine is not clear; the preacher 
lets fall an expression that opens a flood of light on the subject. Others 
desire different things such as comfort in trials; or perhaps they need 
gentle reproof for neglect of some duty. The supreme intelligence of the 
Spirit of God comprehends all these requirements and inspires the speaker 
accordingly, which would not be the case if the sermons were prepared 
beforehand. 

So marked is this characteristic of talking on subjects of immediate 
importance among the people in Zion, that many times it has been 
thought that the Bishop had previously asked the preacher to take the 
text he did. He might have been an entire stranger, but his sermon 
appeared to show his perfect familiarity with the affairs of the ward. The 
truth is that in numerous instances the speaker when he arose did not 
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know what he would say. Those attending such a meeting have their 
faith strengthened, and come away with renewed energy and determina- 
tion to do their duty. Topics thus dwelt upon are interesting because they 
relate to the present, and how to meet it. While the rhetoric of the 
address may not be quite perfect, the words come from the heart, and 
being impregnated with the spirit of truth they carry conviction to the 
minds of the honest. The sermons of the leaders of Israel are delivered 
in the same way, except in cases where some one may be sent out with 
special instructions. The missionaries in all the world preach in like 
manner. Their success in the past is a testimony that it is the right way. 
The more they rely on their own strength the less they succeed in their - 
labors; no matter how much worldly learning they may have. The 
circumstances attending all their preaching both at home and abroad are 
designed to cultivate a reliance on the Lord, and when that one lesson is 
thoroughly mastered they experience no great difficulty. They are pre- 
pared for any emergency, and capable of telling the people how to meet 
it, because the Lord leads their minds into proper channels of thought. 
A. L. B. 


ARRIVALS.— Elder W. F. Butt of Lehi, Utah County, arrived in Liverpool 
on November 28, per steamer Teutonic. Elder Butt will spend some time 
in genealogical work. 

The following named Elders arrived in Liverpool on November 30, per 
American Line steamer Southwark :—Charles Wood, Jr., of Holden; George 
S. Backman of Salt Lake City; William Jones of ‘Almo, Idaho; Z. T. 
Derrick of Salt Lake City; S. O. Crosby, Panguitch; G. R. Moses of North 
Jordan. Elder Backman will proceed to Sweden where he has been ap- 
pointed to labor. 


RELEASE AND APPOINTMENTS.—Elder Walter Howick has been honorably 
released from his labors as Traveling Elder in the London Conference, to 
return home, December 13, 1894. 

Elder Charles Wood, Jr., has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder 
in the London Conference. 

Elder William Jones has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in 
the Welsh Conference. 

Elder Z. T. Derrick has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in 
the Newcastle Conference. 

Elder S. O. Crosby has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in 
the Liverpool Conference. 

Elder G. R. Moses has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in the 
Scottish Conference. 


ScotrisH CONFERENCE NOrTICk.— The Scottish Conference will be held 
in Nelson Hall, 89 Ingram Street, Glasgow, Sunday, December 30, 1894. 


WetsH ConFERENCE Notice.—The Welsh Conference will be held at 188 
Cathays Terrace, Cathays, Cardiff, on Sunday, January 6, 1895. 


CHELTENHAM CONFERENCE Nortice.—The Cheltenham Conference will 
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be held in the Old Wells Assembly Rooms, St. George’s Place, Cheltenham, 
Sunday, January 13, 1895. 


Mission ApprEss.—The mission address of the Northern States Mission 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is: David F. Stout, 
104 Broadway, Third Floor, Council Bluffs, Iowa, U. S. A. President 
Stout will be pleased to have any returning Elders, or emigrating Saints 
who may be stopping over for a time in that vicinity call at the mission 
house. 


CHRIST AND THE JEWS. 


“THe Kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel 
together, against the Lord, and against his anointed.”—PsALMs ii: 2. 

Among the great events which are to evolve out of the present confused 
religious world, is the conversion of one of the smallest, and yet in one 
sense one of the most powerful nations on the earth. That nation is the 
Hebrew race. Once the world beheld with awe the glory of the Jewish 
people, but for centuries past they have wandered unrespected and despised 
among men. There is a cause for this. All Hebrew history, profane and 
inspired, well asserts that when the chosen people of God were contrite 
and obedient, walking circumspectly before Him, they were prospered ; 
but when they pursued a contrary path it was strewn with thorns and led 
to misery. Avarice, hatred and jealousy overpowered them, and tyrant 
foes forced them under the cruel yoke of servitude. But, observe the 
mercy of God, whenever brought down to bondage, their deliverance was 
assured if they called upon Him who led them through the sea, and “fed 
them with bread from heaven.” 

Have they not been a nation “peeled and stripped” for ages? and if 
“observation asserts what history affirms” may it not be the case that 
their return to Him would again result in their restoration to His care 
and loving favor. Yes, that is the promise made through Abraham, Moses 
and the prophets to all Israel. Their great emancipator uttered these 
prophetic words; “If thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the 
Lord thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I com- 
mand thee this day, that the Lord thy God will set thee on high above 
all nations of the earth.” . 

On the other hand the fruits of disobedience were to be bondage, 
oppression,—“a byword among nations,” and in fearful despair from their 
grief-stricken hearts in tones of deepest anguish this wail should ascend 
to Him whom they have forsaken; “In the morning thou shalt say, Would 
God it were even! and at even thou shalt say, Would God it were morn- 
ing!” “Ye shall be sold unto your enemies for bondmen and bondwomen 
and no man shal] buy you.” What a striking contrast is presented, 
between the result of conformity and that of non-conformity to the Divine 
will—exaltation, or desolation! 

The Jews were fast approaching that calamitous event—the destruction 
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of the race as an integral nation—being in the depth of apostasy. The 
Oracle of the Urim and Thummim, (signifying light“ and “truth” or 
according to the Septuagint “revelation” and “truth”) when shining 
denoted the approval and presence of God. Josephus says “Now this 
breastplate, and this sardonyx (the Urim and Thummim) left off shining 
two hundred years before I composed this book, God having been dis- 
pleased at the transgression of his laws.” At this time a remarkable 
prophecy was very clearly fulfilled. Seven hundred and ten years prior, 
Micah" had designated the city that should be honored by being the birth 
place of a Mighty One, and said, “But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though 
thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come 
forth unto me, that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been 
from of old, from everlasting.” In this, David’s city a virgin (designated 
by Isaiah ;) gave birth to a son and by the instruction of an Angel, called 
his name Jesus. We leave without comment this eventful Jewish prophecy 
with its striking fulfillment for its own significance to inspire meditation, 
and consider another. 

The great prophet Isaiah spoke of a coming Savior, who should take 
upon Him, “our griefs, sorrows and afflictions.” “He hath borne our 
griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of 
God and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; 
and with his stripes we are healed.” He then tells of His fortitude, and 
benign resignation, in His life and crucifixion. “He was oppressed, and 
he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to 
the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb so he openeth 
not his mouth: He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who 
shall declare his generation: for he was cut off from the land of the living: 
for the transgression of my people was he stricken.” “And he bare the sin 
of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.” Can Jewish 
sophistry explain away this minute prophecy? Does their history point 
to any consistent fulfillment of it other than in the man Jesus? Isaiah 
manifestly understood Judaism, knowing well that it was but a substi- 
tution for a higher law, because of incapability or indifference, given for 
a “school master” to return them to the superior and everlasting code. He 
knew that “the wages of sin is death,” and that “without the shedding of 
blood there is no remission of sins.” By the atonement above described 
Christ “was bruised for our iniquities,” and propitiation was wrought in 
his blood; He became intercessor for offenders and by his stripes are we 
healed. “But,” says the Hebrew, “was not the law of Moses to remain in 
force for ever?” Jeremiah has plainly told us that the Lord would 
“establish a new covenant with his people.” Then this necessitates the 
repealing, discarding or at least the fulfilling of the law. Zechariah 
furnishes material so plain and simple that even in unscrupulous hands 
it will not permit of “distortion.” He says “In that day there shall be a 
fountain opened in the house of David to the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
for uncleanness.” John the “fore-runner,” “my messenger before thy 


face” as Malachi designated him, preached the baptism of repentance, for 
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the remission of sins, “and then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judea, 
and all the region round about Jordan, and were baptized of him, in 
Jordan, confessing their sins.” And after this Son of David had partaken 
of this emblematical washing, typifying purification (an old Jewish cere- 
mony) through John’s baptism He with His Apostles preached that there 
was a “fountain opened for uncleanness” and taught His followers, that 
the church of Christ might be sanctified and cleansed, with the washing 
of water by the word. And again, “not by works of righteousness which 
we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us by the washing of 
regeneration, etc.” 

The patriarch Jacob foresaw the time of the birth of Israel’s Redeemer, 
and when blessing Judah said: “The scepter shall not depart from Judah 
nor a law giver from between his feet until Shiloh come;” the Jewish 
scriptures renders this text substantially the same, if not more favorable. 
It says the scepter shall not depart, etc., ete., until the Redeemer shall 
come from Shiloh.” Josephus records the fulfillment of this remarkable 
prophecy. He tells us that Herod was the first foreign king that ruled 
over the Jewish people and that at the time the patriarchal prophecy, 
(given to us by the pen of Moses) was fulfilled, when Augustus appointed 
Herod governor of the Jews. Anterior to that time, kings, judges, and 
high priests, though sometimes with borrowed majesty had perpetuated 
the sovereign scepter until pontifical Aristobulus, both king and high 
priest, was supplanted by Pompey, who sent him and his children in chains 
to Rome, and Pompey’s brother Hyrcanus received the priesthood. From 
that time the Jewish nation was tributary to the Romans. 

The same authority relates the crucifixion of the Lord and laments the 
retributive consequences in most dreadful verse. Forty years after the 
death of Jesus, in the reign of Caius, that hostile and atrocious monarch, 
the holy temple which had been up to that sorrowful day “endowed with 
the privileges of an inviolable asylum,” was desecrated, and he decreed 
that it be titled the Temple of Caius the younger—“the visible Jupiter ;” 
and Pilate by night had carried into the temple the vulgar statue of 
Ceesar. 

These tumultuous seditions and plots of mischief, never ceased until 
Jerusalem was overwhelmed by the heartless Vespasian, in the second 
year of whose reign the royal city was surrounded, besieged and cruelly 
brought to a most appalling desolation—but not until the terrible conse- 
quences of disobedience had been realized which Moses had pronounced. 
“The Lord shall bring a nation against thee * * a nation of 
fierce countenance and he shall besiege thee in all thy Gates, until thy 
high and fenced walls come down wherein thou trustedest, * * 
and thou shalt eat the fruit of thine own body, the flesh of thy sons — 
of thy daughters, which the Lord thy God hath given thee, in the siege, 
and in the straitness wherewith thine enemies shall distress thee. 

* * The tender and delicate woman among you, which could not 
adventure to set the sole of her foot upon the ground for delicateness and 
tenderness, * * her eye shall be evil toward the husband 
of her bosom and toward her son, and toward ber daughter. She shall 
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eat them for want of all things secretly in the siege, and straitness.”— 
Deut. xxviii. 

To relate the awful fulfillment of this prophecy would be a repetition 
of it. In the above siege, under Vespasian, maddened rioters slew the 
weaker wretches, imprisoned in the city, for the food they concealed. And 
while upon their rampant researches for food their fiery brains reeled at 
the appalling discovery of one Maria of Bethezar a daughter of opulence, 
and luxury; who in her deep distress slew and ate her child. The odor 
from the execrable food when cooking attracted the maddened throng and 
when the food was demanded by them, the hardened woman, to their 
astonishment said, “This is my own son, and the deed is mine. Eat, for 
I too have eaten, be not more delicate than a woman, nor more tender 
than a mother.” At the spectacle of this heinous deed the mob retired 
trembling and appalled. Eleven hundred thousand perished by famine 
and the sword. The young men, distinguished for beauty of stature were 
reserved by the victors. Upwards of 90,000, under 17 years were sold as 
slaves. Others were destroyed by wild beasts upon the already carmine 
sands of the amphitheatre. 

All this occurred in the second year of the reign of Vespasian which 
same monster commanded that all the survivors of the royal stock—the 
family of David should be sought and destroyed. Aristo of Pella tells us 
that during the reign of Adrian, the Jews were totally prohibited from 
entering the country surrounding Jerusalem, and they’could not behold 
the soil of their fathers even at a distance. It was stripped of its royal 
occupants and trampled by strangers. It was titled Alia in honor of the 
Emperor Alia Adrian. 

If the Christ did not come while the Jews retained the liberty of 
appointing their ruler they will look in vain for his coming, for the scepter 
has departed from Judah, which event Israel said would not transpire 
until the Shiloh, or Redeemer had come. Yes, the Christ did come, but 
not as vain man had anticipated. Had He descended in His regal splen- 
dor, been coronated and adored (which grand event he reserves for a more 
glorious day) His “saving,” “redeeming” principles, would have passed as 
high above the heads of the poor, the meek, the honest at heart, as His 
position would have been above theirs. 

He came, He died, He arose triumphant from the grave! And the 
imprints of cruelty, the marks which His almighty hands still retain, will, 
when seen by the perpetrators dissolve their once stony hearts into 
deepest anguish. But they shall not “look upon him whom they have 
pierced” and be told that “these are the wounds I received in the house 
of my friends” until that happy day shall come when they shall say: 
“Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.” 


.. Moses said the Lord would raise them up a prophet like unto himself 
and He would teach the things commanded Him of the Lord. If they 


would not hearken to Him, the Lord said, “I will require it of them.” 
Ancient Israel did not hearken, and has not the Lord required the penalty 
of their di ience of them ? 

God will return to them, if they will return to Him. There is still balm 
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in Gilead. The remedy is within their grasp and may God hasten the day 
when Israel shall put Christ’s teachings to tho strongest and only true 
test, viz: “If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God or whether I speak of my self.” This alone is the 
only key of the Gospel and an honest heart will apply it—knock at the 
door before turning away or casting aside the key. If the Jews will do 
this the day will soon come,—the end of their sorrows,—when the “Lord 


will make them His people and He will be their God.” 
N. L. Morris, 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. 
The question of changing the name of the new State from Utah to Deseret is agitating 
several people. 


Lewis Barney one of the pioneers of Utah died at Mancos, Colorado, on the 5th of 
November. He was 86 years old. 


Hannah Hammond, 22 years of age, daughter of President F. A. Hammond of San 
Juan Stake, died suddenly on the afternoon of November 10. 


Heber Nicholson, son of John and Miranda O. Nicholson of Salt Lake City, died 
November 16, from the effects of an injury received while playing football two weeks 
previously. 

A sad accident occurred at Asays, Garfield County, November 3. The little two-year- 
old son of James C. and Hulda Barnhurst fell into a tub of hot water and was so badly 
scalded that he died the next day. 


The merits of the Metric System of weights and measures were shown in a lecture at 
the Utah University by the President of that institution. The faculty have passed a 
resolution asking the constitutional convention to adopt that as the legal system for the 
new state. 


There was an Old Folks’ day during the continuance of the Territorial Fair in October, 
and a feature of the day was the awarding of a gold medal to the oldest Pioneer on the 
grounds. President Wilford Woodruff was present and to him the prize was awarded. 
The workmanship of the medal was not at the time completed, but it has now been finished. 
It consists of two parts; one is an arched scroll bearing the inscription, D. A. and Mfg. 
Society.” To this is suspended, by two chains, a disc about the size of a ten dollar gold 
piece, on the obverse of which is the following inscription: ‘‘ Presented to President 
Wilford Woodruff, one of the first of the Pioneers to enter Salt Lake Valley.” On the 
reverse is the legend: ‘‘ Entered Salt Lake City July 22nd, 1847—1894.” The medal is a 
rich and beautiful thing. The material is solid gold, and the workmanship is very fine. 
The aged and honored veteran will no doubt prize it highly. 

Governor West in his annual report to the Secretary of the Interior, which was pub- 
lished on October 30, discusses the main events of the past year in the Territory. Prom- 
inent among the topics treated upon are the proclamations of amnesty, by both Presidents 
Harrison and Cleveland; the restoration of the church property; the industrial army 
movement; and the passage of the bill for the admission of Utah to statehood. The 
statistics are estimated as follows: The population of the Territory on June 30, 1894, at 
252,834, an increase of 44,929 over the census figures of 1890. The population of Salt 
Lake City is given as 70,350. He reports the assessed valuation of the Territory for 1894 
to be as follows: Real property, $49,131,679; improvements, $19,819,969; personal pro- 
perty, $18,780,242; railroads, telegraphs, and telephones, $11,771,352; total, $99,503,243, 
The assessed valuation of live stock is stated to be: Horses and mules, $1,802,993; cattle, 
$2,473,945; sheep, $1,812,885. 


